
Department of Michigan 

Marine Corps League 

Mid-winter Rally 

Jackson, Michigan 

January 20, 2022 

FOLLOWING THE JOINT SESSION,  THE  OPENING CEREMONY TOOK PLACE 

WITH THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, LED  BY SGT AT ARMS TRACY BERG.  

FOLLOWED BY OPENING OF THE BIBLE AND PRAYER BY CHAPLAIN FRED 

GREEN.  

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS BY ACTING ADJUTANT RAY RAYL IN PLACE OF 

TRACEY TIPPETT WHO WAS EXCUSED DUE TO THE HOSPITALIZATION OF HER 

HUSBAND.   

ROLL CALL AS FOLLOWS: 

Commandant   Art Menard  Present 

Sr. Vice Cmdt  Ray Rowley  Present 

Jr. Vice Cmdt  Ray Rayl   Present 

Judge Advocate   Stephan Fletcher   Present 

Paymaster   Larry Sweerin    Present 

Chaplain   Fred Green  Present 

Jr. Past Cmdt  Jon VanTol  Present 

Vice Cmdt SE Zone #1 Phil Smith   Present 

Vice Cmdt E Zone # 2  Norm Root  Excused 

Vice Cmdt S Zone #3 Forrest Secord  Present 

Vice Cmdt SW Zone #4Mike Moross  Present 

Vice Cmdt W Zone #5 Dave Masunas  present 

Vice Cmdt C Zone #6 Troy Stewart  Excused 

Vice Cmdt N Zone # 7 Frank Rosinski  Present  (newly app’t following  

        Death of Matt Hagaman) 

Adjutant   Tracey Tippett  Excused 

Chief of Staff  Warren Tracy  Absent 



Sergeant at Arms Tracy Berg  Present 

Ass’t Sgt at Arms Paul Blemberg  Present 

Legislative Dir  Mark Sutton  Present 

Historian   Dale Erion   Present 

VAVS Dir   Steve Kelley  Present 

Mich Marine News Mark Sutton  Present 

Webmaster  Tracey Tippett  Excused 

Dept Emailer  Emil Franz III  Absent 

Ft Custer Nat’l Liaison  Larry Sweerin  Present 

Great Lks Nat’l liaison  Ray Rayl   Present 

1/24th Memorial Liaison Angelo Lemma jr.  Absent 

Eagle Scout Co-ord Dave Masunas  Present 

Marine for Life Co-ord Daniel Guerrero Absent 

Toys for Tots  Gary Dunn   Absent 

STANDING COMMITTEE DIRECTORS 

Commandant’s Council Ray Rowley Present 

Budget & Finance John P. Tuohy PNC,PDC Present 

Fund Raising  Ray Rowley  Present 

Resolutions & Bylaws Tim McGee   Present 

Credentials  Steve Kelley   Present 

Time & Place  James J. Tuohy PNC Excused 

Scholarship  Tim McGee   Present 

Investments  Gil Dysarczyk  Absent 

Awards/Citations Phil Smith   Present 

DETACHMENTS PRESENT 

Belcher-Lane-Williams  Capitol  Cascades 

Dearborn     Downriver  Macomb County 

Flint      Montford Pt. Cpl Stanley L. Moore 

David Murnighan   Northwest Upper Peninsula 



Muskegon     Branch Area Lake Superior 

Kalamazoo     John C. Rock Oceana/Brett Witteveen 

Alpena     Edson-Kline VanSlyke 

UP Devil Dogs 

  

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Commandant’s Report – The Commandant thanked the Cascades Detachment 

for hosting the 2023 Mid-Winter Rally. 

We are accepting two detachments voluntary surrender of their charters.  

They are the North Oakland County # 570 and the St. Joseph County Det. # 

1401,  The Zone Commandants have been working with the Detachment 

Commandants on what needed to take place to close.  Active participation 

from their memberships was not happening and they simply could not 

function as a unit to meet their requirements any longer.  The status of both 

Washtenaw 414 and Sgt G.P. Porta has changed as they are not in 

compliance as lawful nonprofit or business entities and do not have 

meetings. 

The Marine Corps League is 100 years old this year.  The National 

convention in Oklahoma City should be a big event in August.   

Central Division is selling Challenge Coins for $10.00.   

Michigan will be hosting the Central Division Conference in 2024, Which 

Detachment would like to host? 

Upcoming MCL events and dates: 

Department of Michigan, Dept. Summer Convention 02 & 03 June 2023 

Lansing 

National Midwinter 23 – 25 February Norfolk, VA 

Central Division Conference 31 Mar – 1 Apr Plainfield, Ind 

National Convention 13 – 18 August Oklahoma City  

Art Menard 

Sr. Vice Commandant’s Report – This year’s fund raising started out slow.  

As of this report, only 5 detachments have sent back their tickets.  We only 

have until April to complete this raffle.  We still have plenty of time to 

come out strong.  Hopefully we will receive more tickets at this mid-winter 

rally.  I have had the privilege to represent the League at the Jackson Count 

Veterans Council and attend the Veterans Day Ceremony in Jackson.  Also 



attended the 247th Marine Corps Birthday party at the Capitol Detachment.  

Attended the Little Rollers Raffle hosted by the Capitol Detachment.   

Ray Rowley 

Jr. Vice Commandant’s Report  Ray Rayl - I attended the funerals of Larry 

Isaacson on Sept 30th and Richard Nolan on November 16th.  Both were 

members of Flint Detachment #155. 

October 23, I attended the Montford Point Detachment Officer 

Installation and Presentation of the Charter for new Montford Point MCL 

Auxiliary and Officer Installation. 

Nov 11th Attended the David Murnighan Detachment’s 247th Marine Corps 

Ball at the Crystal Garden Banquet Center in Howell 

On Dec 21st I took part in “Operation Handshake” at the Flint Bishop 

International Airport.  Members of various area VSO’s were present to 

welcome home veterans and active military personnel.  Present were a 

number of Therapy Dogs, Patriot Guard Riders, VFW, American Legion and 

Marine Corps League members.  The Gold Star mothers had coffee and 

donuts available for all to partake in.  Looking forward to this event next 

Thanksgiving and Christmas and also looking forward to seeing many more 

MCL Detachments present. 

The State of Michigan has two areas that I am looking at to form up new 

detachments,  they are the Huron and Sanilac Counties and also Chippewa 

county area. 

Excluding the North Oakland and St. Joseph County Detachments, unpaid 

membership is down 389 members from the 1st quarter.  This is good, but not 

great!  In the 2nd Quarter, the Department lost 150 members.  This is due to 

deceased members or just having members walk away from the League for 

“various reasons”.  All Detachment Officers need to try to reach out to 

those marines and determine what is their” various reason” for leaving the 

league.   

Vice Commandant SE Zone # 1 Phil Smith – No Report 

Vice Commandant Eastern Zone # 2 Norm Root – No Report 

Vice Commandant Southern Zone # 3 Forrest Secord – I have attended all 

my assigned detachment meeting with the exception of one due to the 

weather.  I have attended 5 capital detachment breakfasts.  Set up a 

Recruiting table at a Lansing Lugnut baseball game.  I attended two 247th 

Birthday Balls.  

Vice Commandant Southwest Zone #4 Mike Moross – I have contacted the 

Detachments in my zone by visiting, email or phone since the 2022 summer 

Convention.   Continuing with the compliance issues, checking that the 



detachments in the zone are complying.  I continue discussing retention and 

recruitment of members with the Detachments.  With the loss of older 

members due to their health and passing, and the younger generation not 

wanting to get involved.  I continue looking for solutions to recruit the 

younger Marines into the MCL.  I was involved with assisting St. Joseph 

County 1401 as they prepared to surrender their Charter.  

Attended the funeral of Julia Bolte, wife of Detachment Commandant 

Rodney Bolte on Nov 13, 2022.   

Vice Commandant Western Zone #5 David Masunas – I have not had an 

opportunity to visit any of the Detachments in the Western Zone since the 

realignment.  I have been passing all the info from the Department to the 

Detachments via phone or email.     

Vice Commandant Central Zone #6 Troy Stewart – No Report 

Vice Commandant Northern Zone #7 – Matt Hagaman -  No Report  

Vice Commandant Upper Peninsula #8 Tracey Tippett – No Report 

Judge Advocate  Stephan Fletcher – In accordance with the Department 

Administrative Procedures, the following report is submitted.  I reviewed 

and familiarized myself with the MCL Nat’l and Dept bylaws.  Have completed 

the processing of the bylaw changes, placed into PDF form and sent to the 

webmaster for posting on the Dept website. Reviewed requests from 

detachments and individuals with regards to interpretation of bylaw and 

their applicability. 

I review the Nat’l Bylaws that were approved at the Nat’l Convention to 

determine if they would require and changes to Dept Bylaws to remain 

compliant.  

Paymaster’s Report Larry Sweerin – Larry gave his Financial Report. A 

motion was made to accept the report by Mike Moross and support by Phil 

Smith. 

DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORTS 

ADJUTANT  TRACEY TIPPETT – No Report 

CHIEF OF STAFF WARREN TRACY – No Report 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT Fred Green – Took part in the August “Back to the 

Bricks” Car Show in Flint.  We were set up next to the Marine Corps 

Recruiter’s tent.  This made some recruits and the public aware of the 

League.   

Took part in two of the Commandants Corner Zoom meetings on Associate 

and Toys for Tots Program.   



During our 247th Marine Corps Birthday, I was the guest speaker at Edson 

Kline VanSlyke and John C. Rock’s Birthday Celebration. 

The 2022 Toys for Tots campaign for Lapeer, Sanilac, Tuscola and Oxford, 

MI in North Oakland County was a good campaign.  This past Christmas 

season we helped 850 kids have a great Christmas.  This is my 5th year as 

Coordinator and 10th year helping with Toys for Tots.   

We have 53 members added to our death role since our summer convention, I 

know there are some friends we are missing their companionship.   

SERGEANT AT ARMS Tracy Berg – No Report 

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR  Mark Sutton -  January 1st began a new legislative 

session and for the first time in over a decade Democrats have the majority.  

They have elected Rep. Joe Tate, Marine vet from Detroit as the speaker of 

the house.  Sen. Winnie Brinks, Dem from Grand Rapids has been elected 

Senate Majority Leader.   Both have been friendly and supportive of 

Veterans Issues in the past. 

With the closing of a legislative session in Lansing and Washington here are 

some numbers; 

In the State of Michigan 

4,410 bills introduced in 2021-2022.  

 72 bills included veterans 

445 bills became laws of those 12 included Veterans 

4 were occupational transfer bills 

In Washington 

22,027 Bills and Amendments introduced 

535 included Veterans 

365 Bills became Law included 36 laws containing Veterans 

For 2022-2023 budget – Veteran Services Grants – no Change 

For Veteran Services Grants appropriations is $4,250,000 

$250,000 was appropriated to establish a feasibility committee for a State 

Veteran Cemetery to be built in a U.P. County with no less than a population 

of 12,500 and no more than 13,700 which means Gogebic County on the 

west end of the U.P.  $12,000,000 in federal grants is available for the 

state for construction of the cemetery.  It has been reported that the 

Michigan Legislature has approved funding for a new Veteran Home to 

replace the Jacobetti Home in Marquette. 



Included in this report are the legislative priorities of the Michigan 

Commanders Group.  These are ideas Veteran  organizations should adopt 

for the new legislative session.  They are attached to the report submitted.   

 

Jr. Past Commandant’s Report Jon VanTol – According to the state and 

federal websites, the following detachments have yet to file their IRS 990’s 

for fiscal year 2021 and corporate lARA for 2022 

     IRS 990  LARA 

Detachment   last filed  last filed 

Dept of Mich      2021 

902 John C. Rock  2020    

684 Cpl Jack a. Davenport 2018   2015 

152 Dearborn   2020   2021 

153 Downriver   2020   2019* 

Monroe County      2021 

163 G.P. Porta   2020   2021 

763 Branch Area  2019   2014 

1337 S/Sgt Bryan Burgess    2021 

414 Washtenaw   Revoked  Revoked 

722 Wolverine      Revoked 2010 

*Downriver sent a copy of 2021 LARA to me, I’ll get with them Jan 10, 2023 

G.P. Porta 163 were reinstated by the IRS and the State of Michigan 

Corporate Division 

Cpl Jack A. Davenport fiscal year is 1 Feb to 31 January.  They have a few 

days to file before they will be revoked 

COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Historian  Dale Erion – Detachments need to send copies of the Charter to 

the Historian so in the event of the originals distruction due to fire or 

flood, it can be replaced in a timely fashion.  Any photographs can be sent to 

dale for filing. 

VAVS Director  Steve Kelley–  No Report 

Michigan marine News  Mark Sutton – Mark email is mm12sutton@gmail.com 

keep sending in reports and photos. 

mailto:mm12sutton@gmail.com


Department website Administrator Tracey Tippett– No Report  

Department Emailer  Emil Franz III– No Report 

Fort Custer National Cemetery Liaison Larry Sweerin    No Report 

Great Lakes Nat’l Cemetery Liaison – Ray Rayl/ Richard Monroe - YTD  since 

beginning of the fiscal year on 1 October is 1,013 internments,  Total 

internments since 2005 is 58,424. 

The Firing Pads are now completed and, due to safety concerns, do not walk 

on the lake side of the railing at Shelter #2 to retrieve brass.   

When visiting the cemetery, you may notice a large white in the columbarium 

area.  This is a temporary structure that allows the contractors to work 

through the winter.  It is heated and lighted and will be taken down when the 

columbarium construction is complete.  This columbarium wall will allow 

for 2500 niches.   

Eagle Scout Coordinator Dave Masunas -  Thank all the marines that have 

been able to present the Eagle Scout Good Citizenship Award and help  

promote the program for the Department of Michigan. 

From August to the present the Department has presented 13 Eagle Scout 

Good Citizenship Awards as compared to last years total of 17.  I have 

stepped down at Nat’l  Scout Committee but I continue to keep in contact 

with them.  I have also stayed on as the Central Division Scout Rep and the 

Dept as well. 

The Marine Corps League still offers the square Knot award.  This is an 

award that is worn only on the Scout uniform, it is not an award to be worn 

on the Marine Corps League uniform.  For more info, on this award go to the 

Nat’l Web Page and look under programs and see the Scout program. 

You can also download the Eagle Scout Good Citizenship application, Eagle 

Scout photo release forms, Eagle Scout Good Citizenship award power 

point and MCL Eagle Scout Citizenship award flyer at www.michiganmarines. 

Org, if you would like to send in a photo to the National Semper Fi you will 

need to send a photo release form along with the photo. 

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE John Tuohy PNC,PDC 

 FUND RAISING COMMITTEE – Ray Rowley - Marine Scott Hellman from the 

Muskegon Detachment announced to the members present that he is 

planning a Department Fund raising event in the future.  In the past we have 

utilized Great Lakes Marketing and Department Raffles to raise money for 

the Department.  Scotts plan is to sell raffle tickets at $20.00 per ticket.  

This will allow the winner to pick out the vehicle of their choice at a local 

dealership nearby.  The raffle will take place from June Convention to June 

Convention.  If the winning ticket, which will be drawn tentatively at the 



Muskegon Detachment in June 2024, doesn’t need or want a new vehicle 

than a cash payout is available.  The fund raiser was discussed and there 

will be a little fine-tuning yet to take place.  More on this later. 

TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE Richard Monroe- Rich explained to the 

membership how the Time & Place Committee’s responsibilities.  The June 

Convention will be hosted by the Lansing Capital Detachment and the Red 

Knight Pound at the Causeway Bay Hotel in Lansing on June 2-3 2023. The 

2024 Mid-Winter and the Department Convention 2024 is still open at this 

time. 

RESOLUTIONS AND BYLAWS  Tim McGee – Tim Reported that there is 

currently $30,000 in the coffers.  There were 11 student scholarships 

awarded.  Edson Kline Vanslyke and John C. Rock Detachments presented 

checks in the amount of $50.00 each to honor deceased members of their 

detachment. 

MOY Committee Richard Monroe -   All Department MOY and Associate 

Member of the Year Nominations need to be in my hands no later than 

midnight April 30, 2023. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Lisa Fountain from the Belcher-Lane-Williams 

Detachment explained the Wreaths across America Campaign to the 

membership.  Remember the Veterans next Christmas both at the Nat’l 

Cemeteries and at your local Cemeteries 

NEW BUSINESS –  

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE – A motion was made by Ray Rowley to purchase a 

full page ad for the Central Division Conference in the amount $100.00 and 

a full page ad in the Department Convention 2023 in the amount of $100.00. 

Both motions passed. 

AWARDS AND CITATIONS Phil Smith Distinguished Service  Awards were 

presented to: 

Cascades Det for hosting the MidWinter 

Ray Rayl - Jr. Vice Commandant 

Mike Key - Detachment Cmdt Flint # 155 

Dave Schmidt - Past Southern Zone Vice Commandant 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Downriver Detachment is pursuing a “Drag Queen 

Bingo” fund raiser.  More on this later.  Legislative Director stated that the 

Dept. needs to stay out of Detachment Fund raising ideas. 

Montford Point Marines will be hosting a “Black History Dinner on Feb 11th 

at their hall. Cost $50.00 per ticket.  There will be a Military display on 

hand for your pleasure 



The meeting was adjourned until after the Banquet when we will have the 

official closing. 

CLOSING CEREMONY- Following dinner and guest Speaker, Mr ______ 100 yr 

old Pearl Harbor Survivor,  the 2023 Mid-Winter Rally was closed until the 

2023 Department Convention reconvenes at the Causeway Bay Hotel in 

Lansing on June 02 & 03,2023. 

NOTE;  I want to express my apologies for the quality of the minutes.  When I 

purchased the digital voice recorder I was under the misconception that it 

would be functional.  I was wrong. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Raymond Rayl 

Acting Adjutant 

Department of Michigan 

 


