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I hope everyone enjoyed a pleasant summer and 

wish you a successful autumn season ahead.  This is 

a busy period for all of us, with many responsibili-

ties and activities on the horizon. 

The 2025 National Convention in Grapevine, Texas 

was an outstanding event, conducted in a comforta-

ble hotel setting.  Attendees reported a positive ex-

perience throughout the convention.  Approximate-

ly four weeks later, Toys For Tots Coordinators par-

ticipated in training hosted by the Toys For Tots 

Foundation in St. Louis, Missouri.  Over the course 

of three intensive days, participants received valua-

ble updates and engaged in extensive networking 

with fellow Coordinators, contributing to both pro-

fessional development and preparation for the Holi-

day Season. 

We will be returning to our regular activities with 

renewed focus and diligence.  Our upcoming Fall 

Staff Meeting will be held via Zoom on October 

11th; we anticipate this format will prove successful 

and may become standard for future 

meetings.  Please note that several deadlines have 

recently passed or are approaching.  Membership 

dues for 2026 must be paid to maintain good stand-

ing, as only members in good standing are eligible 

to serve as Detachment or Department Officers.  All 

Detachments must submit their 990 forms and Lara 

Corp Filings by the November deadline; please con-

tact us if you require assistance with these process-

es.  Officer Installation Reports, as well as Bank and 

Charter forms, should be completed and submitted 

between September and May 2026. 

Senior Vice  

Commandant 

Scott Hellman 

Good day Marines and Associates, 

 

 It is time for another update on what has 
been going on in the Department over the last few 
months. 

At this point we are into about a third way 
through the Department raffle. If you have raffle 
tickets sold, turn them in right away, so we have an 
accurate account of where we are in sales. It is also 
helpful so in the end, Marine Smith doesn’t have a 
large amount to count all at one time. Each and ev-

Commandant Report 

Tracey Tippett 
Department Commandant 
 

Failure to submit required filings or installation 

reports results in non-compliance and may affect 

your standing as a Detachment.  While certain 

individuals are assigned these responsibilities, all 

Marine Corps League Members are encouraged 

to ensure these obligations are fulfilled, and to 

proactively seek assistance or take initiative to 

complete the necessary tasks. 

Numerous 250th Marine Corps Birthday celebra-

tions are scheduled to take place.  I extend my 

best wishes for the success and safety of all 

events, and trust they will honor the standards 

and traditions of the Marine Corps. 

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to 

everyone; your contributions are essential to our 

success, and I truly value the dedication you bring 

to the Department.  Without your commitment, 

the State of Michigan would not have such an ex-

emplary department. 

Semper Fi 
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Sr. Vice Commandant Report—cont. 

er fundraiser is important for the Department, 
they are one of the main sources for us to keep 
our programs up and successful. 

We have also lost 5 detachments off our 
rollcall due to membership and lack of participa-
tion. It is important that all of us go to the month-
ly meetings as best that life allows us to. Try to 
ask a friend to come check it out with you and 
have a chuckle or two along the way. 

There are many opportunities for every-
one to reach out to those Marines we meet in our 
daily lives. I recently reached out to someone I 
just met, and we did the usual things when Ma-
rines meet. “When were you in? PI or Diego? The 
usual questions. I invited him to join us at our 
monthly meeting. His response was “I think I am 
able to start talking about my time in again.” It 
took a few reminders but eventually he came to a 
meeting. Enjoyed the time enough to show up to 
ride along in a parade and feel part of something 
again. You never know when a few words and a 
handshake to help someone feel “not alone” any-
more. So, reach out, be that handshake and may-
be, just maybe, you can help stop someone from 
being one of the 22. 

Semper Fidelis Marines,  
Devil Dogs: 

Just a reminder, your Devil Dog 

Dues need to be paid, as well as 

your regular Marine Corps 

League dues, which expired on 

August 31, 2025. 

If you are a dog, and not a life member, please ensure this 

has/is being taken care of with your Pound's Dogrobber. 

Also, anyone who wishes to become a dog, please reach 

out to your local Pound. 

Finally, if you are a DD and are planning on elevating next 

August in Indianapolis, please get with your Dogrobber to 

get the paperwork started. 

Woof Woof  

Semper Fi  

Tracey Tippett 

Sr. Vice Pack Leader 

Department Junior Vice Commandant 
Steve August 

Marine Corps League Members, 

In alignment with guidance from our National Junior 

Vice Commandant, we will focus this year on strength-

ening camaraderie across detachments. 

To support this goal, I propose hosting quarterly, infor-

mal, family-friendly gatherings open to all—members, 

spouses, and children. These agenda-free events will 

foster a welcoming and inclusive environment that 

reflects the League’s family-oriented values. 

This initiative also aims to engage younger members 

and support the League’s continued growth. To do so, 

we must embrace new approaches and adapt to the 

evolving needs of our community. 

Adjutant Report 
Christy Faymonville, MCL Department Adjutant 

Hello Marines, Associate Members and Auxiliary Mem-
bers- 

I am very excited to have our first Virtual Fall Staff on 
October 11th. Please refer to the Call to Fall Staff for 
the link. We ask that you mute your microphone unless 
speaking once you have entered the meeting. For those 
of you who have never been on a virtual meeting, a lap-
top or tablet is best. Of course, a phone will suffice. We 
are hoping that having a virtual meeting will increase 
our numbers and facilitate attendance in a more afford-
able manner. 

By now, you have received my request for the Bank and 
Charter forms and ROIs. If you are unsure how to fill 
them out, the S1 tab on the Michiganmarines.org web-
site contains directions and slides. If you need further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at: cmfaymonville@gmail.com.  Also, please do not for-
get your 990s and LARA Corp. Filings.  

With fall finally here, we are all busy with our OUT-
STANDING 250th preparations, Toys for Tots and many 
other activities. Make sure to take time for yourself and 
do some buddy checks.  

mailto:cmfaymonville@gmail.com
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IRS Compliance 

Detachment Commandants, Paymasters and Adjutants, 

It is the season to file your IRS 990 and State Corporation LARA 

report.  

• You have until November 10th to file your IRS 990. 

• State Corporate filings are due October 1st ( this is the LA-

RA filing). The State is REQUIRING ALL LARA reports to be 

done ONLINE! You will need to set up an account 

at www.michigan.gov/corpfileonline. 

• Once an account is made then you sign in , 

• Click on the search box on left 

• Enter your corporate number 

• Click on your name, and your current info appears in a 

sidebar on the right 

• At the bottom request access 

Enter your corporate number and the ORIGINAL filing date ( it 

is found near the top of the sidebar) 

Refresh the screen, then fill out the form 

Any questions, call the state at 517-241-6470 and press 3. 

They were VERY helpful. 

As of 1000 October 4, 2025, the following need to file their IRS 

990 and State of Michigan LARA report (according to their 

website) 

Department President 
Cathy Rayl 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 

Welcome Muskegon Unit!! 

It was my honor to present the new Muskegon MCLA Unit 

with their Charter on August 23rd, 2025. 

We had several dignitaries present from the League and the 

Auxiliary to wish them well and give their congratulations. 

I wish to personally thank the Department Commandant, 

Tracey Tippett for her support for the Auxiliary and willing-

ness to travel from the Upper Peninsula to bring her good 

wishes. 

Congratulations to President Barbi Hellman, her board and 

members of the Muskegon MCLA Unit. 

Semper Fi, & Blessings 

http://www.michigan.gov/corpfileonline.
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The Michigan Veterans Trust Fund 

Phil Smith, VTF Board Member 

Are you or a Veteran you know in need of financial assis-

tance? The State of Michigan has a program to help Veter-

ans and surviving spouses apply for financial aid, it’s called 

the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund. 

For those Veterans or Surviving Spouses who are experi-

encing financial difficulties paying their house note to pre-

vent foreclosure, need a new roof but cannot afford it, 

have furnace issues that need to be replaced but cannot 

afford it, or are more than a month behind on rent, etc. 

You can apply to the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund online 

at the following: you need your DD214, backup infor-

mation, etc., as requested.  The application will be sub-

mitted to the board for approval 

WWW.MVAA-MVTF@MICHIGAN.GOV 
FAX 517-284-5297 

Keep a copy for yourself.  Your application will be re-

viewed, and you may be required to appear before a 

board if asked to do so in your County. 

Always ask questions.  I have been appointed to the Vet-

erans Trust Fund. 

You can contact me by email at marret94@aol.com, or by 
phone at 313-720-2712. 

Legislative Report 
By Mark Sutton, Legislative Chairman 

Do Budgets Reflect Values? 

On October 1, like the Federal government, the State of 

Michigan was without a budget; however, unlike the Fed-

eral government, Michigan Representatives, Senators, and 

the Governor agreed on an eight-day continuing resolu-

tion, and on October 9, Governor Whitmer signed the 

2025-2026 State Budget into law. 

I am a student of Dave Ramsey, creator of Financial Peace 

University, radio host, and financial coach.  One of the 

things Dave Ramsey tells people is that their budget re-

flects their values and priorities. There is much that can be 

said about that.  People spend their money on what’s im-

portant to them. 

What does the new budget reveal about Michigan's priori-

ties for its Veterans? Here are some insights from the lat-

est budget; you decide where the priorities are. 

The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Budg-

et increased by over $14 million. 

Within that budget, the Michigan Veterans Affairs 

Agency received a $1.7 million cut in funding. 

$2.5 million in Veteran Homeless Grants was can-

celled. 

The Veterans Homeless database program was can-

celled. 

The $5 million recommended to fund a State-Veteran 

Cemetery was pulled from the budget, again. 

Eight years ago, it was recommended to build seven 

new State Veteran Homes. One new home was 

built in Chesterfield, a replacement for Grand 

Rapids was built, and a new Jacobetti home in 

Marquette is currently under construction.  No 

new homes are in the budget. 

The Veteran Service Grants budget is $4,255,000 again 

this year. However, $250,000 is required to be 

used to hire two full-time employees of the MVAA 

to monitor and audit the grant.  Leaving just over 

$3.9 million for the grants.  The same budget 

number was used in the 2000-2001 budget. The 

VSO grants have remained unchanged for 25 

years.  Except for the cuts it endured from 2008 to 

2012, when the budget was reduced to $2.9 mil-

lion. 

Although not a budget item, it was a snafu.  The 

DMVA and the MVAA couldn’t get their math 

right in 2024-2025, resulting in millions of dollars 

in lost Veteran program dollars for the counties. 

We know that Veteran Engagement Officers have 

been released from employment at the MVAA, 

and there may be others. 

As far as I can tell, issues with Veterans have not been go-

ing away, but the State of Michigan has decided that vet-

eran services are not on its priority list, and this is reflect-

ed in its budget. 

Hopefully, a supplemental will be proposed, but in the 

meantime, it will be up to the Veteran non-profits to help 

more and more Veterans. 

mailto:WWW.MVAA-MVTF@MICHIGAN.GOV
mailto:marret94@aol.com
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Veterans’ Day Ser-

vice on Sunday Novem-

ber 9th, 2025 at 4:00 

pm.  At The Cathedral 

Church of St. Paul 

The Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
will offer its annual Veterans’ Day Service on Sunday No-
vember 9th, 2025 at 4:00 pm.  Our intent is to express 
profound appreciation for all who have dedicated them-
selves to protecting and serving others, while affirming 
our shared belief that war is never the answer and that 
peace may guide the future. We will honor Veterans and 
First Responders, including those in state and local police 
and fire departments, whose daily service safeguards our 
communities. 

 
We hope that you will join us in person. The service will 
also be livestreamed on our YouTube channel. You will 
find a link by going to our website at detroitcathedral.org, 
clicking on the worship button, and then the “Services 
and Bulletins” button. The link is located at the top of the 
page. The Cathedral is located at 4800 Woodward Ave-
nue (at the southeast corner of Woodward & Warren), in 
the heart of Detroit’s midtown Cultural Center. Free, 
lighted parking is available behind the Cathedral, accessi-
ble from East Warren Avenue via Cathedral Lane. 

If you and members of your organization would like to 
participate in the procession, please contact us for in-
structions. Participating groups need to arrive by 3:00 
pm. You can reach us via email 
at info@detroitcathedral.org or you can also call the Ca-
thedral office at 313-833-4409 and ask to speak with Erin 
McClellan. 

As well, we hope you will join us for a light reception fol-
lowing the service. We look forward to seeing you and 
are grateful for your support! 

 God Bless You. 

 Stay Blessed, 

Erin McClellan  
Parish Coordinator 
The Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
4800 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 48201 
Office | 313-833-4409 | emcclellan@detroitcathedral.org 

Marine Corps Birthday & Veterans 

Day Events 

2025 Detroit Veterans Day Parade 

Each year about this time, information is passed out, and 

preparation of the Detroit's Annual Veterans Day Parade, 

and each year gives the organizations time to present 

themselves at the Parade, in a group or just march-

ing.  The Parade gets bigger, sometimes smaller because 

of weather, but it is a Veterans Day Parade 

Basic Information is that  

Staging will be at 8:00 a.m. but for the military minded 

it's 0830.   

Parade begins at 9:30 a.m., but if you have forgotten 

that's 0930 

The parade/runs starts at 11:11:11 

Get your registration in now, as soon as possible. 

Website:  http://www.detroitveteransdayparade.com for 
more information and signing up your group. 
Questions ask by emailing swsouthfield@aol.com or call 
(Home - 248-569-0824) (Cell - 248-310-4259)) with any 
questions. 

Join John C Rock in Celebrating the 250th 
Marine Corps Ball.  

It is $45 a person and all Marines and their guests are invited.  

It will be held on November 10, 2025 at the Horizons Confer-
ence Centers, 6200 State Street, Saginaw, MI 48638.  

Meet and greet starts at 16:30 with a cash bar. 

The ceremony will start at 17:00. 

Look forward to enjoying good company, music, guest speak-
ers, prime rib among other meats, and seafood.  

 

If you would like to attend, please send your check made out 
to John C. Rock Detachment, addressed to 

Deb Lang  

1830 Seminole Lane 

Saginaw, MI 48638 

Deadline for checks will be November 5th.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPd-X8xy9NcesFgkotbhtCw
https://www.bing.com/search?q=detroitcathedral.org&form=PRUSEN&mkt=
mailto:info@detroitcathedral.org
mailto:emcclellan@detroitcathedral.org
http://www.detroitveteransdayparade.com/
mailto:swsouthfield@aol.com
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Marines  

Join John C Rock in Celebrating the 250th Marine 

Corps Ball.  

It is $45 a person and all Marines and their guests are 

invited.  

It will be held on November 10, 2025 at the Horizons 

Conference Centers, 6200 State Street, Saginaw, MI 

48638.  

Meet and greet starts at 16:30 with a cash bar. 

The ceremony will start at 17:00. 

Look forward to enjoying good company, music, guest 

speakers, prime rib among other meats, and seafood.  

If you would like to attend, please send your check 

made out to John C. Rock Detachment, addressed to 

Deb Lang  

1830 Seminole Lane 

Saginaw, MI 48638 

Deadline for checks will be November 5th.  
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