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HAPPY 250TH BIRTHDAY
MARINES!!

10 November 2025
A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

Two hundred and fifty years ago, before our Nation declared its independence, a small
group of men gathered in Philadelphia and formed a Corps of Marines, From that moment, our
story has been bound to the story of America itself. A quarter of a millennium later, Marines
remain at the center of our Nation’s defense. Ready to fight, ready to win, and ready to uphold
the trust placed in us since 1775,

Across centuries, Marines have fought on distant shores and in desperate battles, earning
a reputation for discipline, toughness, and valor. From the Revolution to the World Wars, from
Chapultepec to today’s operations across the globe, every generation has proven worthy of the
title Marine. They secured liberty, defended allies, and carried forward the promise of a free
Nation, and a free world. We are the heirs of that legacy, and we are its stewards.

This anniversary reminds us that our standards are the foundation of our Corps. Honor,
Courage, and Commitment are not abstractions, but the code that binds us to one another and to
all who went before. Every Marine, in every clime and place, must hold true to these values. The
conflicts ahead will demand nothing less.

I could not be prouder of the Marines [ see serving today. At home, at sea, and across the
globe, you carry forward our proud traditions with skill and ferocity. It is your discipline,
initiative, and fighting spirit that anchor our Corps. The battles of the next 250 years will
challenge us in new ways, but I have no doubt we will prevail. Happy Birthday Marines!

Semper Fidelis,

SNl

Eric M. Sinith
General, U.S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps
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Commandant Report

Tracey Tippett
Department Commandant

| hope everyone enjoyed a pleasant summer and
wish you a successful autumn season ahead. This is
a busy period for all of us, with many responsibili-
ties and activities on the horizon.

The 2025 National Convention in Grapevine, Texas
was an outstanding event, conducted in a comforta-
ble hotel setting. Attendees reported a positive ex-
perience throughout the convention. Approximate-
ly four weeks later, Toys For Tots Coordinators par-
ticipated in training hosted by the Toys For Tots
Foundation in St. Louis, Missouri. Over the course
of three intensive days, participants received valua-
ble updates and engaged in extensive networking
with fellow Coordinators, contributing to both pro-
fessional development and preparation for the Holi-
day Season.

We will be returning to our regular activities with
renewed focus and diligence. Our upcoming Fall
Staff Meeting will be held via Zoom on October
11th; we anticipate this format will prove successful
and may become standard for future
meetings. Please note that several deadlines have
recently passed or are approaching. Membership
dues for 2026 must be paid to maintain good stand-
ing, as only members in good standing are eligible
to serve as Detachment or Department Officers. All
Detachments must submit their 990 forms and Lara
Corp Filings by the November deadline; please con-
tact us if you require assistance with these process-
es. Officer Installation Reports, as well as Bank and
Charter forms, should be completed and submitted

between September and May 2026.
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Failure to submit required filings or installation
reports results in non-compliance and may affect
your standing as a Detachment. While certain
individuals are assigned these responsibilities, all
Marine Corps League Members are encouraged
to ensure these obligations are fulfilled, and to
proactively seek assistance or take initiative to

complete the necessary tasks.

Numerous 250th Marine Corps Birthday celebra-
tions are scheduled to take place. | extend my
best wishes for the success and safety of all
events, and trust they will honor the standards

and traditions of the Marine Corps.

| would like to extend my sincere gratitude to
everyone; your contributions are essential to our
success, and | truly value the dedication you bring
to the Department. Without your commitment,
the State of Michigan would not have such an ex-
emplary department.

Semper Fi

Senior Vice

Commandant
Scott Hellman

Good day Marines and Associates,

It is time for another update on what has
been going on in the Department over the last few
months.

At this point we are into about a third way
through the Department raffle. If you have raffle
tickets sold, turn them in right away, so we have an
accurate account of where we are in sales. It is also
helpful so in the end, Marine Smith doesn’t have a
large amount to count all at one time. Each and ev-
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Sr. Vice Commandant Report—cont.

er fundraiser is important for the Department,
they are one of the main sources for us to keep
our programs up and successful.

We have also lost 5 detachments off our
rollcall due to membership and lack of participa-
tion. It is important that all of us go to the month-
ly meetings as best that life allows us to. Try to
ask a friend to come check it out with you and
have a chuckle or two along the way.

There are many opportunities for every-
one to reach out to those Marines we meet in our
daily lives. | recently reached out to someone |
just met, and we did the usual things when Ma-
rines meet. “When were you in? Pl or Diego? The
usual questions. | invited him to join us at our
monthly meeting. His response was “I think | am
able to start talking about my time in again.” It
took a few reminders but eventually he came to a
meeting. Enjoyed the time enough to show up to
ride along in a parade and feel part of something
again. You never know when a few words and a
handshake to help someone feel “not alone” any-
more. So, reach out, be that handshake and may-
be, just maybe, you can help stop someone from
being one of the 22.

Semper Fidelis Marines,

Department Junior Vice Commandant
Steve August

Marine Corps League Members,

In alighment with guidance from our National Junior
Vice Commandant, we will focus this year on strength-
ening camaraderie across detachments.

To support this goal, | propose hosting quarterly, infor-
mal, family-friendly gatherings open to all—members,
spouses, and children. These agenda-free events will
foster a welcoming and inclusive environment that
reflects the League’s family-oriented values.

This initiative also aims to engage younger members
and support the League’s continued growth. To do so,
we must embrace new approaches and adapt to the
evolving needs of our community.
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Adjutant Report
Christy Faymonville, MCL Department Adjutant

Hello Marines, Associate Members and Auxiliary Mem-
bers-

| am very excited to have our first Virtual Fall Staff on
October 11th. Please refer to the Call to Fall Staff for
the link. We ask that you mute your microphone unless
speaking once you have entered the meeting. For those
of you who have never been on a virtual meeting, a lap-
top or tablet is best. Of course, a phone will suffice. We
are hoping that having a virtual meeting will increase
our numbers and facilitate attendance in a more afford-
able manner.

By now, you have received my request for the Bank and
Charter forms and ROls. If you are unsure how to fill
them out, the S1 tab on the Michiganmarines.org web-
site contains directions and slides. If you need further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me

at: cmfaymonville@gmail.com. Also, please do not for-
get your 990s and LARA Corp. Filings.

With fall finally here, we are all busy with our OUT-
STANDING 250th preparations, Toys for Tots and many
other activities. Make sure to take time for yourself and
do some buddy checks.

—— () Devil Dogs:
) \

a: Just a reminder, your Devil Dog
Dues need to be paid, as well as
your regular Marine Corps
League dues, which expired on
August 31, 2025.

If you are a dog, and not a life member, please ensure this
has/is being taken care of with your Pound's Dogrobber.

Also, anyone who wishes to become a dog, please reach
out to your local Pound.

Finally, if you are a DD and are planning on elevating next
August in Indianapolis, please get with your Dogrobber to
get the paperwork started.

Woof Woof
Semper Fi

Tracey Tippett

Sr. Vice Pack Leader
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IRS Compliance
Detachment Commandants, Paymasters and Adjutants,

It is the season to file your IRS 990 and State Corporation LARA
report.

e You have until November 10" to file your IRS 990.

e State Corporate filings are due October 1% ( this is the LA-
RA filing). The State is REQUIRING ALL LARA reports to be
done ONLINE! You will need to set up an account
at www.michigan.gov/corpfileonline.

e Once an account is made then you sign in,

e Click on the search box on left

e Enter your corporate number

e  Click on your name, and your current info appears in a
sidebar on the right

e At the bottom request access

Enter your corporate number and the ORIGINAL filing date ( it
is found near the top of the sidebar)

Refresh the screen, then fill out the form

Any questions, call the state at 517-241-6470 and press 3.
They were VERY helpful.

As of 1000 October 4, 2025, the following need to file their IRS
990 and State of Michigan LARA report (according to their
website)
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Department President
Cathy Rayl
Marine Corps League Auxiliary

Welcome Muskegon Unit!!

It was my honor to present the new Muskegon MCLA Unit
with their Charter on August 23rd, 2025.

We had several dignitaries present from the League and the
Auxiliary to wish them well and give their congratulations.

| wish to personally thank the Department Commandant,
Tracey Tippett for her support for the Auxiliary and willing-
ness to travel from the Upper Peninsula to bring her good
wishes.

Congratulations to President Barbi Hellman, her board and
members of the Muskegon MCLA Unit.

Semper Fi, & Blessings

AL T T T P T S R e S vt ne

November 2025


http://www.michigan.gov/corpfileonline.

The Michigan Veterans Trust Fund
Phil Smith, VTF Board Member

Are you or a Veteran you know in need of financial assis-
tance? The State of Michigan has a program to help Veter-
ans and surviving spouses apply for financial aid, it’s called
the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund.

For those Veterans or Surviving Spouses who are experi-
encing financial difficulties paying their house note to pre-
vent foreclosure, need a new roof but cannot afford it,
have furnace issues that need to be replaced but cannot
afford it, or are more than a month behind on rent, etc.

You can apply to the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund online
at the following: you need your DD214, backup infor-
mation, etc., as requested. The application will be sub-
mitted to the board for approval

WWW.MVAA-MVTF@MICHIGAN.GOV
FAX 517-284-5297

Keep a copy for yourself. Your application will be re-
viewed, and you may be required to appear before a
board if asked to do so in your County.

Always ask questions. | have been appointed to the Vet-
erans Trust Fund.

You can contact me by email at marret94@aol.com, or by
phone at 313-720-2712.

Legislative Report
By Mark Sutton, Legislative Chairman

Do Budgets Reflect Values?

On October 1, like the Federal government, the State of
Michigan was without a budget; however, unlike the Fed-
eral government, Michigan Representatives, Senators, and
the Governor agreed on an eight-day continuing resolu-
tion, and on October 9, Governor Whitmer signed the
2025-2026 State Budget into law.

| am a student of Dave Ramsey, creator of Financial Peace
University, radio host, and financial coach. One of the
things Dave Ramsey tells people is that their budget re-
flects their values and priorities. There is much that can be
said about that. People spend their money on what’s im-
portant to them.

What does the new budget reveal about Michigan's priori-
ties for its Veterans? Here are some insights from the lat-
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est budget; you decide where the priorities are.

The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Budg-
et increased by over $14 million.

Within that budget, the Michigan Veterans Affairs
Agency received a $1.7 million cut in funding.

$2.5 million in Veteran Homeless Grants was can-
celled.

The Veterans Homeless database program was can-
celled.

The $5 million recommended to fund a State-Veteran
Cemetery was pulled from the budget, again.

Eight years ago, it was recommended to build seven
new State Veteran Homes. One new home was
built in Chesterfield, a replacement for Grand
Rapids was built, and a new Jacobetti home in
Marquette is currently under construction. No
new homes are in the budget.

The Veteran Service Grants budget is $4,255,000 again
this year. However, $250,000 is required to be
used to hire two full-time employees of the MVAA
to monitor and audit the grant. Leaving just over
$3.9 million for the grants. The same budget
number was used in the 2000-2001 budget. The
VSO grants have remained unchanged for 25
years. Except for the cuts it endured from 2008 to
2012, when the budget was reduced to $2.9 mil-
lion.

Although not a budget item, it was a snafu. The
DMVA and the MVAA couldn’t get their math
right in 2024-2025, resulting in millions of dollars
in lost Veteran program dollars for the counties.

We know that Veteran Engagement Officers have
been released from employment at the MVAA,
and there may be others.

As far as | can tell, issues with Veterans have not been go-
ing away, but the State of Michigan has decided that vet-
eran services are not on its priority list, and this is reflect-
ed in its budget.

Hopefully, a supplemental will be proposed, but in the
meantime, it will be up to the Veteran non-profits to help
more and more Veterans.
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Nubone! Boout Comvioion NowNolley' — Judy 4, 2028

Project Spotlight - Addie
Addison Smith T2561G - Eagle Project Purple Heart/Veteran Parking Spot

June 28, 2025 Kalamaxao, Ml - Adkdison Smith {Addle) [» an Life &cout and Eagle Scout
candidats from Troop 251(G) In Vickaburg, M. Far her Eagla Scout project, Addla decid-
,od to honor local veterans by dealgning a dedicaied veteran parking space at Wadal'a

genarations and has M.mmm participating In not only= ___

™
-

Group.

Tha Scauting pragram haa thrae apecific oblactives, commonly referrad to aa the .-
"Alma of Scoulng.”" They are chamcier davelopment, ciitzenship training, and per-£

line with the part of qur mission of fogiaring the idsals of Americanism and patriotic 8
voluntssciam. [

Bravo Zulu Addle and congratulations on etiaining the rank of Eagls Scout!
Upuhu-aqm’h-mud'm“w
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MARINES, FMF CORPSMEN, FMF CHAPLAINS,
AUXILIARY AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
THIS IS FOR YOU!!!

DIVE IN, CONNECT, SHARE AND EXPLORE.

WWW.MIMARINESFOUNDATION.ORG
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Marine Corps Birthday & Veterans
Day Events

Veterans’ Day Ser-

VETERANS
SERVI

" DAY
Ct

vice on Sunday Novem-
ber 9", 2025 at 4:00
pm. At The Cathedral
Church of St. Paul

The Cathedral Church of St. Paul
will offer its annual Veterans’ Day Service on Sunday No-
vember 9”‘, 2025 at 4:00 pm. Our intent is to express
profound appreciation for all who have dedicated them-
selves to protecting and serving others, while affirming
our shared belief that war is never the answer and that
peace may guide the future. We will honor Veterans and
First Responders, including those in state and local police
and fire departments, whose daily service safeguards our
communities.

We hope that you will join us in person. The service will
also be livestreamed on our YouTube channel. You will
find a link by going to our website at detroitcathedral.org,
clicking on the worship button, and then the “Services
and Bulletins” button. The link is located at the top of the
page. The Cathedral is located at 4800 Woodward Ave-
nue (at the southeast corner of Woodward & Warren), in
the heart of Detroit’s midtown Cultural Center. Free,
lighted parking is available behind the Cathedral, accessi-
ble from East Warren Avenue via Cathedral Lane.

If you and members of your organization would like to
participate in the procession, please contact us for in-
structions. Participating groups need to arrive by 3:00
pm. You can reach us via email

at info@detroitcathedral.org or you can also call the Ca-
thedral office at 313-833-4409 and ask to speak with Erin
McClellan.

As well, we hope you will join us for a light reception fol-
lowing the service. We look forward to seeing you and
are grateful for your support!

God Bless You.
Stay Blessed,

Erin McClellan

Parish Coordinator

The Cathedral Church of St. Paul

4800 Woodward Ave, Detroit, M| 48201

Office | 313-833-4409 | emcclellan@detroitcathedral.org

2025 Detroit Veterans Day Parade

Each year about this time, information is passed out, and
preparation of the Detroit's Annual Veterans Day Parade,
and each year gives the organizations time to present
themselves at the Parade, in a group or just march-

ing. The Parade gets bigger, sometimes smaller because
of weather, but it is a Veterans Day Parade

Basic Information is that

Staging will be at 8:00 a.m. but for the military minded
it's 0830.

Parade begins at 9:30 a.m., but if you have forgotten
that's 0930

The parade/runs starts at 11:11:11
Get your registration in now, as soon as possible.

Website: http://www.detroitveteransdayparade.com for
more information and signing up your group.

Questions ask by emailing swsouthfield@aol.com or call
(Home - 248-569-0824) (Cell - 248-310-4259)) with any
questions.

Join John C Rock in Celebrating the 250th
Marine Corps Ball.
It is $45 a person and all Marines and their guests are invited.

It will be held on November 10, 2025 at the Horizons Confer-
ence Centers, 6200 State Street, Saginaw, MI 48638.

Meet and greet starts at 16:30 with a cash bar.
The ceremony will start at 17:00.

Look forward to enjoying good company, music, guest speak-
ers, prime rib among other meats, and seafood.

If you would like to attend, please send your check made out
to John C. Rock Detachment, addressed to

Deb Lang
1830 Seminole Lane
Saginaw, M| 48638

Deadline for checks will be November 5th.
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“COME CELEBRATE WITH THE MARINES”

FOR THE 250TH
Marine Corps Birthday Ball
Saturday, November 8th 2025

» Social Hour 5:00 p.m.  Ceremony 6:00 p.m.”

“ABSOLUTELY NO ADMITTANCE DURING THE
CEREMONY”
Buffet Dinner 7:00 p.m.
“DRAFT BEER AND WINE ARE COMPLIMENTRY “
ALL LIQUOR DRINKS ARE CASH BAR

“SERVICE UNIFORM OR BUSINESS ATTIRE IS REQUIRED”

Flint Elks Lodge 222, 7177 E Maple Rd. 1/2 mile east of
Belsay Rd. Grand Blanc

$45.00 per ticket Entertainment by the Newsmakers
For ticket purchase
Contact Jim Tuohy (810) 695-3241 or cell (810) 394- 6916
cutoff date for ticket purchase, Monday, October 28th 2025)

This event is open to the public and Veteran of all branches
of service. Come join us for a fun filled evening.
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Marines

Join John C Rock in Celebrating the 250th Marine
Corps Ball.

It is $45 a person and all Marines and their guests are
invited.

It will be held on November 10, 2025 at the Horizons
Conference Centers, 6200 State Street, Saginaw, Ml
48638.

Meet and greet starts at 16:30 with a cash bar.
The ceremony will start at 17:00.

Look forward to enjoying good company, music, guest
speakers, prime rib among other meats, and seafood.

If you would like to attend, please send your check
made out to John C. Rock Detachment, addressed to

Deb Lang

1830 Seminole Lane

Saginaw, MI 48638

Deadline for checks will be November 5th.

Department of Michigan Marine Corps League
4131 Maple St. Dearborn, Ml 481246

2026 Fund Raiser Raffle

3« Prize: $200.00

Dept. of Michigan - Marine Corps League
4131 Maple St., Dearborn, Ml 48126

1= Prize: Kimber .45 cal Bundle Package or Cash Equivalent
2 Prize: 55 TV or Cash Equivalent —

Donation: $10 each or 6 for $50 (5000 tickets printed)
Drawing: May 25, 2026 at Dept MI. Detachment Bidg - 2PM

2026 Fund Raiser RAFFLE

Winner need not be present to win.
License: # R80218

Donation: S10 each or 6 for S50

Raffle Event Chair Phil Smith 313-720-2712 or email marret4 @aol.com

CUTOFF DATE: MAY 15, 2026

DWG: May 25, 2026
at Dept. Ml Detachment Building - 2PM
Mail To: Phillip S. Smith

7774 Patton St.
Detroit, M1 48228
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8 NOVENBER 2025
Yew ane condiolly iwited te the 250™ binthdowy celebration
dinnen ef the United. Glates Movtine Cenps.
This milestene achievement of the United States of Amenico will
be held by the Muskegon Marine Conps League Det. #703.
PLACE: Delta Hotels by Marriot

939 Third Street, Muskegon, MI, 49440
(231} 722-0100

DATE: 8 Nov 2025
DRESS ATTIRE: Casual Business to Formal
TIME: 1700 — Social Hour, 1% Raffle of the evening

1800 — Traditional Ceremonies
Buffet Dinner to follow
DJ KLIPP will provide music & dancing

SPEAKER: Dr. Fred Johnson III, Ph.D.
Prof. Hope College
PRICE: $50.00/ person

TTEMRAFFLE - IN-GTTE 50/50 DRAWTNG -STLENT AUCTION
Cash, Credil Cand o Venme will be available
CASH BAR - COFFEE, TEAWTLL BE PROVTIDED.
You must R.S.V.P by 15 Oct 2025. We will have a maximum of 250 guests, with first come first
serve. If you have a larger party, please state that during your reservation process. Rooms will be
available for booking at $129.00/might if needed, 17 Oct 2025, is the deadline for this price.
Mention the Birthday to get the discount. **For money apps please reach out.**

POC: Scott Hellman
213-670-7902

Scott.hellman@muske goncc.edu

Rachael Toel
616-268-7007

Rachael.toel@gmail.com

Adam Boss
231-206-0957

adammartinboss@gmail.com
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